Rhode | and Coastal Resources Management Program

Section 210.1
Coastal Beaches

A. Definitions

1. Coastal beaches include expanses of
unconsolidated, usually unvegetated sediment
commonly subject to wave adion Beaches extend
from mean low water landwar d to an upland rise,
usualy the base of a dune, headland bluff, or
coastal protection structure, pilings or foundation.

B. Findings

1. Beaches are dynamic, flexible features. The
char acter of abeachisdetermined primarily by the
particle size of the sedment and by the amount of
wave and current action. Beaches are formed by
sediment that are carried by waves and longshore
currentsfrom eroding headlands, from up current
beaches in the longshore sysem, and from the
subtidal shareface partion of the shordine. It is
often difficult to establish the source of sediment
for an indvidual beach, but shoreline protection
facilities such as bulkheads, seawalls, groins, or
jetties can dter significantly the volume supplied
by suppressing the source or altering thetransport
of sediment along the shore Such structures can
retard erosion a one site while increasing erosion
rates on an adjoining property. Beachesalter their
volume and shape in response to regional weather
patterns. During stormy periods, large waves
erode the beach and foredune zone and deposit
sediment offshoreon the subtidal shordaceas bars
or platforms. These bars function to dissipate
wave energy and thus retard erosion of the
intertidal beach. Sediment istransported from the
shoreface back tothe beach during periods of fair-
weather by small waves and a broad berm is
deposited. Thereare usudly fewer stormsin the
summer then the other three seasons, thus the
beach (berm) has more volume a that time;
however, the passage of hurricanes may interrupt
this trend. Longshore currents generated in the
surf zone by waves striking the beach at an angle
transport sediment in the direction of the open
angle. Coasta protection structures that protrude
onto the bem may interrupt the transport of
sediment aong thebeach, resulting in deposition on
the up current sde and increased erosion
downcurrent of thestructure

2. All beaches assodatedwithbarriesaong the

ocean shoreand seveal isolated beacheswithinthe
Bay are important recreational resources that are
used by some 100,000 reddents and tens of
thousands of out-of-state tourists on hot summer

days.

C. Policies

1. The Council's goals are (a) to preserve the
qudities of, and public access to those beaches
which are an important recreationa resource
(adjacent to Type 1 and 2 waters); (b) to prevent
activities that will significantly disrupt longshore
and/or onshore-offshore beach processes, thereby
creating an erosion or flooding hazard; and, (c) to
prevent construction in high hazard areas; and, (d)
to protect the scenic and ecolog ¢ val ueof beaches.

2. Alterationsto beaches adjacent to Type 1
and Type2 waters are prohibited except where the
primary purpose of the project is to preserve or
enhance the area as a natural habitat for native
plants and wildife In no case shal structura
shoreline protection facilities beused to preserve or
enhance these areas as a natural habitat or to
protect theshordine feature.

3. Alterations to beaches adjacent to Type 3, 4,
5, and 6 waters may be permitted if (&) the
dteration is undertsken to accommodate a
designated priority usefor the abutting water area;
(b) the applicant has examined al reasonable
adter nati vesand the Council hasdetermined that the
selected alternativeisthe most reasonable; (c) only
the minimum ateration necessary to support the
designated priority use is made; (d) there is no
change in the usage of the property; (€) thereisno
change in the footprint of existing structures; and,
(f) the condruction will meet al current and
applicable policies, standards, and requirements of
theRICRMP.

4.V ehicular useof beaches, wherenot otherwise
prohi bited or restricted by property owners o by
private or public management programs, is
permitted only unde the following corditiors:

(@ Motorcycles, minibikes, snowmobiles,
dl-terrain matorized cydes and tricycles are
prohibited except for authorized
management-rel ated vehicles.

(b) A Coastal Resour ces Management Council
annually renewable use per mit isrequired for all
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vehicles. Such permits may be obtained for a fee
subject to the fdlowing requirements and
conditions. In the event these requirements and
conditions are not met, the use permit shall be
subject to revocation by the Courcil o its
agents:

(1) Vehicles shdl have dl documentation and
registration necessary for operation on the
public highways of this sate.

(2) All permit applicants shall exhibit proof
of current liahility insurance cover age.

(3) All pasons operating said vehicles shall
have valid opeator licenses.

(4) Maximum speed on al beaches shall not
exceed 10 mph. Maximum speed on beaches
shall not exceed 5 mph when approaching
pedestrians.

(5) Ruts or holes caused by vehicles shall be
filled and debris removed.

(6) Headlights shall be used by dl vehicles
while in moti on between sunset and sunrise.

(7) Riding on or driving from any position
outside the vehicles is prohibited.

(8) Vehicles are prohibited on swimming
beaches during the period they are protected
by lifeguards and in operation.

(9) Vehides shall be at all times subject to
town ordinancesand all regulationsrestricting
the use of private, state and fedaa
properties.

5. The Council requires, for the goerator'ssafety
and berefit, that every vehicleoperated on abeach
carry the following equipment (in good working
order):

(a) shove (heavy-duty or military entrenching
toal);

(b) tow rope or chain (15 feet, load strength of
1,800 Ibs., chain size 5/16");

(¢) jack and support stand (minmum 18" x 18"
x 5/8", plywood);
(d) street

legad tires (4-ply tread, 2-ply

sidewalls) - snow or mud tires are nhot
recommended;

(&) sparetire;

(f) low-pressure tiregauge (0-20 Ibs.);
(9) first aidkit;

(h) fireextinguisher;

(i) appropriateemergency sigral devicesand/or
two way radio; and

() flashlight

D. Prohibitions

1. The congtruction of new gructures other than
accessways, walkover dtructures, and beach
facilities, are prahibited in the sdgback areas
established in Section 210.C.4.

2. The use of plastic snow-fencing is prohi bited
due to the hazards presented to fish, marine
mammels, and other wildlife in the aftermath of a
storm evert.

3. Alteationsto beaches adacent to Type 1
and Type 2 waters are prohibited except where the
primary purpose of the project is to preserve or
enhance the area as a natura habitat for native
plants and wildlife.
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